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Honourable Chair, President of the Republic of Palau. 

Honourable leaders of the Small Island States grouping of the Pacific Island Forum
Secretary General of the Forum 

Heads and representatives of CROP agencies and other organizations present  today. 

Talofa Ni! and greetings from Tokelau. I would like to acknowledge with humility the blessings of our Almighty Father and His presence in our midst today.  
Thank you, Mr Chairman for this opportunity to make a brief statement on behalf of Tokelau.  Being here today is a great privilege for Tokelau. Thank you for allowing us to be with you today.
As an observer to the Small Island States Leaders Meeting for almost decade, Tokelau is grateful that  leaders in this forum continue to illustrate that no matter how small we may be, if SIS members continue to work together, the distinct voice of Pacific Small Island States can and will make a difference. This is demonstrated in a number of SIS initiatives which have developed into achievements in our region. Among these I would acknowledge work to   strengthen fisheries conservation and management, a sub-regional shipping feeder service for SIS of the central Pacific, the cooperation and coordination peer review process introduced under the Cairns Compact; steady progress on trade negotiations, and the development of frameworks to address SIS concerns under food and energy security and ICT.

Tokelau recognises that climate change is one of the great challenges of our time. Tokelau fully associates itself with the 2008 Pacific Leaders Call for Action on Climate Change and the 2008 Niue Declaration on Climate Change. We recognise that we will need to adapt to the changes in our climate that are already inevitable, in particular to extreme weather events such as storm surges and flash floods associated with tropical storms. We believe that managing extreme weather events is a vital step towards building local adaptive capacity to climate variability and human induced climate change. Tokelau does not have experts in weather and climate forecasting. As a small island, we rely on the expertise and services provided by international, regional and national weather and climate services. Tokelau continues to closely follow this issue and supports the initiative by Kiribati to host the Tarawa Climate Change Conference which I understand aims to bring together countries vulnerable to the impact of climate change in preparation for the Cancun Climate Change Meeting at the end of the year.

In this regard, we would like to acknowledge the excellent contribution provided by the World Meteorological Organisation led Severe Weather Forecast and Disaster Risk Reduction Demonstration Project currently being piloted in the region. The overarching objective of the project is to raise the operational capacity of Pacific Islands’ National Meteorological Services (NMSs) to produce and deliver effective alerts and warnings of extreme weather for our communities. Tokelau also recognises ongoing regional efforts to strengthen the capacity of Pacific Regional Meteorological Services. We note the completion of the SPREP led Review of the Pacific Regional Meteorological Services called for by Pacific Leaders in 2008 and urge all stakeholders to implement the recommendations of the Review in a timely and coordinated manner.

Mr. Chairman
It has only been a month now since Tokelau began implementing its National Strategic Plan 2010-2015. The Plan reflects our first formal national effort to formalise a public document which not only articulates the vision of our people for the future, but also sets out the development strategies for the financial periods 2010-2015. Tokelau currently relies on New Zealand, our constitutional partner, for our recurrent budget and also for the majority of our infrastructure development. The global economic crisis has led to a heightened focus on efficiency and effectiveness in New Zealand, which inevitably extends to Tokelau as a recipient of New Zealand’s funding. Tokelau has not been immune to the economic crisis. Through the strong will and commitment of Tokelau in partnership with the Government of New Zealand, the Strategic Plan will assist Tokelau to manage her scarce resources responsibly in light of growing development priorities and global challenges. Like other small islands, Tokelau continues to be challenged with capacity building to address the complexities of implementing its National Strategic Plan and addressing changing life-style related issues. 
Mr. Chairman
Tokelau’s pressing shipping needs continues to be highlighted following the tragedies of our cousins in Tonga and Kiribati last year. Tokelau’s shipping needs are unique given that the only way one can get to Tokelau is a 28 hour sailing from Samoa. Safety, reliability and the comfort of our travelling community continue to determine our shipping needs and direction. As we continue to address safety issues, the cost of shipping has become quite expensive. 
Tokelau believes that the shipping service will greatly enhance economic development for our small atolls.  The activities under economic development are being considered by our communities in terms of who we are and where we are heading. In our development plans our main economic development sector will be in the area of fisheries. We are also exploring the tone which we need to approach sectors like tourism which would have a huge impact on our people and environment. 
Mr. Chairman 
In ending my Statement, I would like to direct the attention of SIS Leaders to issues highlighted by the CROP Executives that could be included in the Pacific Plan, namely:

1. Delimitation of permanent maritime boundaries;

2. Sustainable increase the coverage of safe drinking water and basic sanitation services;

3. Education efforts focused on increasing literacy and numeracy rates in selected Pacific Island Countries;

4. Relooking at the scope of disaster risk management; and 

5. Addressing the lack of technical and managerial capacity in the power utilities.

Tokelau would like to subscribe to those issues and the consideration being proposed given the relevance and timeliness of addressing them in our atolls. 
Finally, Tokelau would like to acknowledge the support from the Forum Secretary General and the Secretariat for their continuing support and guidance given to the SIS members. Tokelau, though an observer, remains committed to the issues and aspirations of the SIS members as we work closely towards addressing issues of regional significance.
Mr Chairman
Thank you for the invitation and the opportunity given to Tokelau to address the SIS Leaders’ and may our Almighty God continue to guide your deliberations today and also in the next few days as you present SIS issues to the Leaders Forum.
Ke fakamanuia e te Atua te Fono….
Mr Chairman,
With your indulgence, in October 2009, the Tokelau National Flag was launched by the General Fono following the presentation by the Governor General in September 2009. It gives me great pleasure to also present the Tokelau Flag to the SIS Leaders.
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