41ST PACIFIC ISLAND FORUM

PORT VILA, VANUATU
4 AUGUST 2010
STATEMENT BY

FAIPULE KURESA NASAU
ULU O TOKELAU

(TITULAR HEAD OF TOKELAU)

Honourable Chairman Edward Natapei, Prime Minister of Vanuatu.
Honourable leaders of the Pacific family. 
Heads and members of delegations. 
Secretary General of the Forum. 
Heads of CROP agencies. 
Members of the UN family and other organisations that work in the interest of our Pacific region.
Talofa Ni! and greetings from Tokelau. In the true spirit of the Pacific family I greet you all in the name of our Almighty Father whom through His will we are all here today. 
Thank you for the opportunity for Tokelau to make a statement. 
This 41st session of the Pacific Island Leaders Forum is the sixth year that Tokelau has been able to attend these meetings as an observer. For our small atolls the opportunity to be associated with this organisation is very much appreciated. In these remarks I wish to make clear that Tokelau shares the aspirations of Pacific Leaders as reflected in the Pacific Plan and other subsequent Communiqués and resolutions.
Mr. Chairman
It has been a month since Tokelau began implementing its National Strategic Plan 2010-2015. The Plan reflects our first national effort to formalise a public document that articulates the vision of our people and sets out the development strategies for the period 2010-2015. Tokelau looks to New Zealand, our constitutional partner, for our recurrent budget and for the majority of our infrastructure development. We are most grateful for this ongoing support.

The global economic crisis has led to a heightened focus on efficiency and effectiveness everywhere. It certainly has relevance to Tokelau. We know we must use the resources available to us to get the best value for money as we seek to support our people and their needs. Through the strong will and commitment of Tokelau in partnership with New Zealand, our Strategic Plan will assist us to manage her available resources responsibly in light of growing and changing development priorities and global challenges. 
Mr Chairman
Tokelau’s needs are primarily met by New Zealand but others also contribute. I am pleased to acknowledge the assistance of the relevant CROP and members of the United Nations system. Tokelau’s National Strategic Plan is linked to regional strategies under the relevant CROP and UN Agencies. The Plan also reflects our commitment to the decision in the Cairns Compact that development objectives for the region should be based on revitalising commitment to the achievement of MDGs. The support that will be provided by these agencies are in three key areas:  technical assistance, capacity building, and small grants.
Support of this type will assist us in the six key areas of our Strategic Plan: village development, health, education, transport, ICT and economic development. At the village level, we are working to achieve an education and a health system that we can be proud of. Our young people are our future. We need to get them in the right shape and attitude to look to the future with optimism. This has become more critical in light of issues pertaining to the impact of climate change and sea level rise, food security, impacts of drugs, excessive smoking and consumption of alcohol, a steady increase in non-communicable diseases, suicide, and other changing life-style related problems. 
Like other small communities, Tokelau continues to face capacity constraints as it tackles the complexities of implementing its National Strategic Plan and addressing changing life-style related issues. We are discussing with New Zealand practical ways of enhancing our capacity development and the delivery of core services.
Mr Chairman
Climate change is one of the great challenges of our time. We fully associate ourselves with the decisions taken by you on it. We know we must adapt to changes in our climate that are already inevitable, in particular to extreme weather events such as storm surges and flash floods associated with tropical storms. We believe that managing extreme weather events is a vital step towards building local adaptive capacity to climate variability and human induced climate change. 
We do not have Tokelau experts in weather and climate forecasting. As a small island community we rely on the expertise and services of international, regional and national weather and climate services. In this regard, I would like to acknowledge the excellent contribution provided by the WMO-led Severe Weather Forecast and Disaster Risk Reduction Demonstration Project currently being piloted in the region. We welcome the completion of the SPREP-led Review of the Pacific Regional Meteorological Services called for by you in 2008 and urge all stakeholders to implement its recommendations. 
Mr Chairman
As peoples of this vast ocean we all know the crucial role of shipping. The tragedies of our cousins in Tonga and Kiribati last year remain fresh in our minds. Tokelau has a rather unique perspective as the sea provides the only way currently to get to Tokelau. It is a 28 hour voyage from Samoa. Safety, reliability and the comfort of our travelling community continue to determine our shipping needs and direction. As we continue to address safety issues, the cost of appropriate quality shipping has become quite expensive. We are working with New Zealand to identify a shipping solution in the near future. You will understand that this is a development all Tokelauans are looking forward to.
Tokelau believes that this improved shipping service will greatly enhance economic development for our small atolls.  The activities under economic development are being considered by our communities in terms of who we are and where we are heading. In our development plans our main economic development sector will be fisheries. We are also exploring the manner in which we need to approach sectors like tourism which could have a major impact on our people and environment. 
Mr Chairman 
 Everyone here has a very clear appreciation of our natural environment and the pressure it is under. In Tokelau we are determined to do all we can in this great challenge and part of that involves our path to greater use of renewable energy sources. Together with New Zealand we are working to move away from total reliance on diesel to virtually complete reliance on renewable solar energy. 

Decisions like this have far reaching implications, including on the availability of financial resources for other national priorities. We greatly appreciate the strong commitment New Zealand’s Foreign Minister is giving to renewable energy efforts in the region, including in Tokelau. 
Mr Chairman & distinguished Leaders
A Tokelau statement to this group of Pacific leaders would not be complete without a reference to our aspiration for self determination. Soon it will be three years since our second referendum. At some stage in the future we would like another but at present we and New Zealand have agreed that our priorities need to centre on improving services for our people on the atolls. 
Mr Chairman 
In ending this statement I would like to acknowledge the support from the Secretary General and the Secretariat for their continuing support and guidance given to the region. Tokelau fully supports the issues addressed in the work of the SIS Officials, the Pacific Plan Action Committee and the Forum Officials Committee. Tokelau remains committed to the aspirations of the Pacific Island Leaders Forum as we work closely towards addressing issues of regional significance.
Mr Chairman
I would like to thank the Government and the people of Vanuatu, especially in beautiful Port Vila, for their warm and generous hospitality. Fakafetai!
Thank you Mr Chairman for the invitation and the opportunity given to Tokelau to address the Leaders’ Forum to explain Tokelau’s development aspirations.  
May our Almighty God continue to guide your deliberations tomorrow and the coming days.
Ke fakamanuia e te Atua te Fono….
Mr Chairman, In October 2009 Tokelau’s National Flag was launched by the General Fono following its presentation by the New Zealand Governor General the previous month. As this is the first Pacific Forum Leaders’ meeting since then it gives me real pleasure to present to you Tokelau’s new Flag.
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