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Friend of Samoa, Tokelau, welcomes new Ulu, signals new direction

Story and photos
by Jaap Jasperse

Falpule Siopili Perez has been inaugurated as
the new Ulu o Tokelau,

The cercmony took place on Toesday.
The new tiular Head of State in the small
Pacific atoll natlon ks Faipule, the government
representative of Nukunonu.

This Is the middle one of three atolls that
make up Tokelan. The outgoing Uln, Faipule
Kuresa Nasau (of the northernmost atoll,
Atafu) formally handed over the tokotoko,
the stafl of authority, today. This happened
during a celebratlon that included dignitaries
and inhabitants of all three nuku (villages).
including also the southernmost Fakaofo.

In his farewell speech, Faipule Nasau said
the nation could not move forward without
demonstrating two important pillars,

“The first is our political commitment to
urgently address the quality of life; the second
pillar ks community ownership,” he sakd.

“The General Fono  (Parllament)  had
Important and strategic issues o address,
ranging from Budget Mid-Term Review, National

ic Plan, t Solution, Trust Fund
I Policy, Inft Devel
Project. These and other development issues
should point to the quality of life for all our
people.”

It was the Uln's job to preside over the
Fxecutive Couneil of Tokelau, which reports to
the General Fono (Parliament).

To the incoming Ulu o Tokelau, Faipule Nasau
urged to continue the journey that has been set
through the hard work and dedication from the
previous leaders of Tokelau before him - some
of whom are no longer alive today. As God is
our foundation, he encouraged his successor Lo
take Tokelau to that fishing ground where our
people will stand proud.

Upon acceptance of his authority as the new
Ulu, Faipule Perez stated clearly: “Tomorrow
the wind will change direction”.

He thanked the outgoing Ulu Faipule Kuresa
for his good leadership in 2014 and expressed
the hope of having the privilege of his good
auidance In manocwvring Tokelaw's  canoe
forward.

He then embraced the analogy from the
traditional expression of “Tacao ka Fakatlu
te Matagi® to implicate institutional reforms;
these ave become  the focus of recent
discourses within the three nuku

Traditionally, before a seasonal change in
winil directions, It s tme W starl preparations
for reinforeing family homes.

Alsa In needd of rlv.lnllg. are trees that could
5 ammunal dwe 1

i for whal o
become weeks ~ The message
was simply be sir woll prepared for
the winds of chiange Uat Tokelan as a nition is

about 1o set sall into.

“We need Lo gel out of our comfort zone
and change our attitudes lowards our normal
service delivery for the betterment of our
people,” the Ulu said.

The wind image refers o the meaning of the
name of Tokelan (ierally transiated as: North
Wind), perhaps also suggesting that a closer
cooperation with New Zealand s required,
By the same loken, Ul Perez wants fewer of
the Tokelau public service Lo resid
and more officlals based in Tokela
Aocessibility is problematic for Tokelao: It takes
At least 24 h Lo get there from Apla by boat:
ther is ng rrviee

“We have leamed that

“more” 5 not

necessarily “better,” the Uly said. ~Given our
smallness, Tokelau has huge recognized limits;
we can neither answer all questions nor solve
all problems,

We cannot afford to do everything, nor can
we afford to lack holdness as we meet the
future. So, together, in a spirit of individual
sacrifice for the common good, we must simply
do our best.”

Tokelau's  sell-governance  is  subject 1o
support from the Administrator of Tokelaw
In New Zealand, itly Jonathan Kings in
Wellington. Mr Kings was unable to attend this
I'||||: tion and Mr Roger Cormforth from the N2
i of Foreign M and Trade spoke on
I He thanked Falpule Nasan for tie
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The Nukunonu mayor, Pulanulm Panapa Sakaria.
outfitted in gifts from the Tuvalu community.

Outgoing Ulu Faipule Kuresa Nasau congratulates Faipule Siopili Perez on becoming the Local sclwolchlldran tmtad 1he crnwd to a rousin
new Ulu o Tokelau, standing under the Tokelau flag.

contribution he has made to the New Zealand
/ Tokelan relationship.

“This relationship Is in good heart,” Mr
Cornforth said: “nowhere is this more evident
than in the joint commitment to improve the
quality of fife for the New Zealand citizens of
Tokelan.”

He also expressed MPAT's desbe Lo work
with Falpule Perex, particularly in the arca of
Quility of Life,

The new Uln Faipule Perez was swom
in Iy Aro of the Catholic Ghurch
Nukunonu, supported by Deacon Pio Tl
happened before o lorge crowd of villagers
from all three & 5.
of Nukunoou made an eoergetic and varled
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Outgoing Ulu Faipule Nasau hands over the staff

of authority, the tokotoko, to Faipule Perez to
become the new Ulu o Tokelau,

9 ‘ils'plar of tradiﬁonal action song and ﬂam:s

display of song and dance which was received
by a ravenous crowil. Each village made
o coltural presentation of song and dance
as well as gilted hand-made hats, fans and
mats that Tokelan traditional handicraft is
renowned for Long strands of cloth were
wound symbolically around  the Uln and
his wife, Tanse Perez, to tie them together
Similar gifts were presented to the mayor of
Nukunonu. Pulenuku Panapa Sakaria.

As its nearest neighbour country, Tuvalu
has many family connections with Tokelau.
Distinetly different mats and performances
were gilted by the Tuvaluan contingent, who
were joined by the dancing new Ulu couple - as
indeed they joined in with performances by all

Tokelou villages, Further presentations were
mide by members of the large Perez Tamily,
schoolehildren and others. In good Polynesian
tradition, the function was completed by a
large luncheon, It featured pigs prepared in
a ground-oven overnight, and many local
delicacies made of locally grown breadfruit,
taro, eoconut, and locally caught fsh.

The evening celebrations comprised a
A-hour display of song and dance by members
of the different nuku, In their brightly coloured
uniforms supplemented by leal skirts and
leaves, they were outdoing cach other in
six rounds of arousing traditional song and
dance displays. Much of this was recorded
by many a modern smartphone, i-pad and

video camera. That nicely Wustrated keeping
traditions alive yet keeping up with the times:
Tokelan's mission for the fture,

While ultimately under the control of

Wellington, Tokelau Is &  sell-governing
territory of New Zealand. Every three years,
General Fono members are elected from
each of the three noke: Atafu, Nukunonu, and
Fakaofo. Te Ulu o Tokelaw is the titular Head of
State, a position held in rotation of villages for
the duration of one year The official number
of residents in Tokelau according to the 2011
census, is 1,411, About 7,000 Tokelapans live
in New Zealand, smaller numbers also reside
in Australia, Samoa and the USA, in American
Samoa and Hawall in particular,



